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New Year Brings Focus on Education 
 

Education Committee Update 

   

The Education Committee of NCSFA has been working diligently to promote the NCCPF school this year. The 

school will take place September 19-26. We are still trying to choose a location that offers the best value and an 

announcement on the location will come soon. 

 

The committee has come up with a brochure in PDF that can be downloaded from our website, ncflorist.org. The 

brochure explains details of the school, including history, curriculum, instructors and cost. A registration form is also 

available to download. 

 

Education is also working on becoming certified as a pathway to CFD/AIFD credentials. Information has been sent 

to AIFD and we will know soon about what more is needed to complete the process. By becoming certified the 

NCCPF school would be a starting point for those designers with goals of CFD/AIFD.  

  

The committee is also determined to provide educational workshops throughout the year. As a result of our first 

planned workshop in January being cancelled, we have reassessed our goals. However, we do plan to continue pro-

viding educational workshops to the florists of North Carolina. Our next planned workshop is for Sunday, May 23, 

2010 to be held in Raleigh at Cleveland Plant and Flower Company. More info regarding this educational opportu-

nity will be available in upcoming mailings, issues of the Flower Press and on our website, ncflorist.org.  

 

Bill McPhail 

Flower Press Editor 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE...PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE...PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE...PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE...  
 

Springtime is finally here and the outdoors has returned to life! We are all excited about this years spring as we ob-

serve nature maturing right before our eyes. There are a lot of phases in the botanical process and each one is a per-

fect piece of art. Remember each phase as you begin to think of artistic approaches to this years convention 

"International Art"! 

 

The North Carolina Flower Show was a great success and raised much needed funding for our association. This 

show has a lot of possibilities for promoting and funding our association. We hope more of our membership will 

join in for all the fun and enjoyment next year. 

 

Special thanks to all of our board of directors that contributed to making the show possible for the public! 

 

Springing forward is a blast!!  
 

Jody McLeod AIFD 

President 

 

Save the Date… 
 

2010 NCSFA Convention 

August 13-15 

“International Art” 

Embassy Suites—Greensboro, NC 
 

 



Board of Directors MeetingBoard of Directors MeetingBoard of Directors MeetingBoard of Directors Meeting    

 

                  Clayton Center – Clayton, NC Sunday, February 28, 2010 

 

 

Present: 

 

 Jody Mcleod   Brian Hyde  Carol Mills 

 Michael Trogdon  Bud Cardwell  Gary O’Connor 

 Sherri Suttle   Don Holmes                 Lona McKinney 

 Karl Hastings    Bill McPhail  Carol Dowd 

 Mike Williams   Kevin O’Malley  Cindy Tole 

 Beulah Green   Elaine Christian  Joe Davoli  

  

Absent: Clark Goodin 

  

President Jody McLeod called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. The Anti-Trust Policy was re-affirmed. 

 

Michael Trogdon presented the treasurer’s report as of 12-31-09.  Carol Mills made a motion to accept as presented, second by Joe 

Davoli. Motion carried. 

 

Elaine Christian advised the board of the number of companies that have not renewed their membership dues in accordance with the 

bylaws.  Joe Davoli made a motion to extend the deadline for dues to be paid to March 15, 2010, seconded by Carol Mills. Motion 

carried.   

  

Old Business: 

Education committee report was given by Bill McPhail. The program scheduled in Charlotte was cancelled due to lack of interest. 

McPhail announced that the 2010 NCCPF School will be held September 19-26 with location to be announced at a later date. 

 

Membership report was given by Lona McKinney.  McKinney presented a letter from the membership committee to be included in the 

next mailing.  Lona McKinney made a motion to mail to the membership, second by Gary O’Connor. Motion carried. 

 

Rules & Policy report was given by Brian Hyde. Hyde discussed the amounts allowed as cost of goods for competition pieces at conven-

tion and also advised the board of a request to move the Treadaway competition from Sunday to Friday or Saturday.  The committee will 

bring recommendations to the next Board Meeting. 

 

Bill McPhail advised the board that the deadline for the next Flower Press is March 8. 

 

Bylaws - No Report 

Public Relations – No Report 

Program Book – No Report 

Nominating – No Report 

 

New Business 

President McLeod presented the North Carolina State Florists Association Flower Show, March 13, 2010 at the Clayton Center, Clayton, 

NC. The show will be from 2:00-4:00 PM. Board members will be assisting in different duties for the show. 

 

The 2010 NCSFA Convention will take place August 13-15, 2010 at the Embassy Suites –Greensboro, NC. The theme will be Interna-

tional Art. 

 

Next Board meeting will be April 18, 2010 at the Embassy Suites, Greensboro, NC 

 

There was an open discussion on various topics with no action taken. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:45 AM Respectfully submitted 

Bud Cardwell, Secretary  
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ALLIED NEWS...ALLIED NEWS...ALLIED NEWS...ALLIED NEWS...    

 
 

NCSFA Convention August 13-15, 2010 at the Embassy Suites, Greensboro, NC 

Northern Piedmont Florists Association 

Roses, Roses, Roses! The best seller – roses with leather leaf fern and gypsophilia will be the standard this Valentine’s Day. BUT you 

certainly do NOT need to stop there. “Think – Unique” and creative –Valentine’s Day with PANACHE! 

 

Quick, easy and creative was the 2010 Southern Retail 

Floral Association  Designer of the Year and  2010 

North Carolina State Florist Association Designer of 

the Year Kristina Reese’s theme for the design program 

she presented at the joint January Dinner Meeting of 

the Northern Piedmont Florist Association and the 

Wake County Florist Association. 

 

 

Thirty six designers, shop owners and wholesalers from the Wake and Northern Piedmont Asso-

ciations filled the ballroom at the Durham Hilton in Durham on January 19th to be creatively 

energized by Kristina’s presentation. 

 

Also on the same day designers competed in the 

2010 Northern Piedmont Florist Association  DOY 

competition. Immediately following Kristina’s pro-

gram, The Northern Piedmont 2010 Designer of the 

Year was announced.  Second runner up was  Brandi 

Dennison of Brandi’s Botanicals of Youngsville, 

NC;  First runner up was Alicia Springfield  of Flo-

ral Expressions, Chapel Hill, NC and the 2010 Northern Piedmont Designer of the Year was 

Sarah Callahan of Floral Dimensions, Durham, NC. 

 

 

Submitted by Gary O’Connor of Flowers by Gary of Durham 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Winston-Salem Florist Association 

Winston-Salem Florist Association held a meeting on Monday, March 01, 2010 at the Northpoint Grill. Deborah Barnes presented a 

design program on sustainability and recycling. It was a very interesting and informative program. Our next meeting will be on Monday, 

June 3, 2010 at the Northpoint Grill. Our current Designer of the Year, Gene Harbaugh will present the design program. We will also 

hold our DOY Contest before the meeting at the same location. 

 

Submitted by Gene Harbaugh 

Bo-Ty Florist, Inc., of Winston-Salem 

Vice-President WSFA 

 

Greensboro Triad News 

The Greensboro Triad Professional Florist Association met in January with an informative meeting from the Greensboro Beauti-

ful  Organization about the new Gateway Gardens currently under construction. The GTPFA is considering a named gift to the garden. 

The meeting was hosted by Plants & Answers at the Painted Plate in Greensboro. The association did not meet in February due to the 

bad weather. The March meeting was hosted by Botanica Flowers & Gifts at the Painted Plate in Greensboro. An informative design 

program by the GTPFA DOY Hugh Gregson was presented. Officers for the new year are President - Jeff Freeman, Vice President - 

Cherie Burchett and Maurine retains her position as secretary and Jackie retains her position as treasurer. We were also reminded of the 

upcoming NCSFA program in Clayton. 
  
Submitted by Jeff Freeman 

President GTPFA 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Presentation 1 Presentation 2 

Presentation 3 

Sarah Callahan and Kristina Reese 
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Visit Us at www.ncflorist.org 

 
 

 

 

Each year at our annual convention, we honor a deserving individ-

ual with the prestigious Florist of the Year award. The 2009 recipi-

ent was Lona McKinney, NCCPF of Company’s Coming Florist in 

Winston-Salem, NC.  
 

Lona took over the reins of Company’s Coming Florist eighteen 

years ago after buying it from her sister-in-law. Her love for flow-

ers and floral design began  while working there part-time on the 

weekends. So, when the opportunity to buy it arose, she pursued 

her dream in the floral industry. 
 

As a new business owner, she became a member of the Winston-

Salem Florist Association. After attending her first meeting she 

was hooked and became very involved with her local florist asso-

ciation. Lona has served as Secretary/Treasurer, Vice-President and 

President of the WSFA. In 2005 she was the WSFA Designer of 

the Year. She is truly grateful to her local association for the valu-

able knowledge gained and their continuing support of the industry. 
 

Through her involvement with the WSFA, she was encouraged to 

become a member of the North Carolina State Florists Association. 

After some persuasion from fellow florists, Lona decided to attend 

her first State Convention with some of her floral friends. She was 

very impressed with all that NCSFA had to offer to the retail flo-

rists in our state. Her first convention left her inspired, enthused 

and yearning to be involved with the State Florist Association. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lona’s involvement in the North Carolina State Florist Association 

became more prevalent in the years to come. She has served on 

several convention committees, such as  prize patrol, corsage bar, 

workroom cleanup/recycle and many others. She currently serves 

on the Board of Directors, Education Committee, and the Member-

ship Committee. 
 

Motivated and fo-

cused, Lona continu-

ally strives to pro-

mote education to 

fellow florists and 

the well being of the 

professional floral 

industry in the state 

of North Carolina. 

She is a firm be-

liever, in that educa-

tion is essential to be 

a better designer, 

business owner and survive in the floral industry today. 
 

The NCSFA is grateful to have Lona as a member and congratu-

lates her on being honored as the 2009 Florist of the Year 

 

 

“Parties that Pop” 

Featuring Teleflora Education Specialist Lynne Moss 
 

The NC Unit of Teleflora provides educational programs across North 

Carolina. Teleflora has an outstanding team of educators from across 

the country who demonstrate great ideas for the benefit of all floral 

professionals. 
 

The NC Unit officers and board members are folks most will know 

through their associations with NCSFA as well. President for 2010-

2012 is Mary Matherly from Always and Forever Florist; Vice Presi-

dent is Bill McPhail of Always Flowers by Crenshaw; Secretary is 

Sarah Lombardo of Botanica Flowers and Gifts and Treasurer is Mi-

chael Trogdon of Burge Flower Shop. Past President is Sherri Suttle of 

Bostic Florist. 
 

The first education program will be held Sunday March 21, 2010 at 

Hardin's Wholesale Florist Supply in Liberty, North Carolina. The pro-

gram will be "Parties that Pop". To reserve space, contact Mary 

Matherly Always and Forever Florist 888-633-3312. These programs 

are open to ALL florists. 

Bouquet by Bill McPhail from Always Flowers 

by Crenshaw, Fayetteville, NC featured on the 

cover of the “Sunday Life” section of the Fa-

yetteville Observer on February 14, 2010 and 

also in an article about wedding trends. 

2009 Florist Of The Year 

Lona McKinney, NCCPF 
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Visit Us at www.ncflorist.org 

 

Pictures submitted from the Northern Piedmont Florist Associa-

tion 2010 DOY event, showing work from Kristina Reese NCSFA 

DOY 2009 
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Visit Us at www.ncflorist.org for NCCPF Brochure and more information 

NCCPF September 19-26, 2010 

Location To Be Announced 


